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Editor’s Page

How Public Power Supports Rural Nebraska

I grew up on a small farm in Richardson County. The house and farm were
served electrically by Omaha Public Power District, something I didn’t give
much thought to at the time. Now that I'm older, I understand that living in
rural Nebraska depends on reliable electricity. Nebraska is unique because it is
the only state in the nation served entirely by public power. That means the
people who receive the service also have a voice in how it is provided.

Public power is built on the idea of serving people, not making profits. Any
extra revenue is invested back into the electric system. This helps keep power
affordable while improving service for the future. Local boards, made up of
community members, make decisions with the needs of their neighbors in
mind.

Nebraska's agricultural economy depends heavily on dependable electricity.
Modern farms and ranches rely on electric-powered irrigation systems, grain
dryers, livestock facilities, and equipment to operate efficiently. When the
power supply is consistent, farmers and ranchers can focus on production
rather than downtime, contributing to a food supply that reaches families
well beyond Nebraska's borders.

Rural Nebraska also benefits every day. Schools, hospitals, grocery stores,
and local businesses all rely on safe and dependable electric service. For
families, electricity supports basic needs, heating, cooling, cooking, and
connectivity, that make modern life possible. Public power plays a quiet but
essential role in sustaining these routines.

Wayne Price

Providing electric service across wide open spaces is not always easy. Utility
crews work year-round, regardless of weather, to maintain power lines,
respond to storm damage, and plan for future infrastructure needs. Their
consistent effort ensures that even the most remote homes and farms receive
the same level of reliable service as more populated areas.

Public power has helped shape Nebraska for generations. It supports
agriculture, strengthens local communities, and encourages economic growth.
As technology evolves and electricity demand rises, Nebraska's public power
utilities remain committed to their founding mission, providing safe,
affordable, and reliable service to every corner of the state.

From the largest farm to the smallest town, public power continues to
power the people and communities that make Nebraska a special place to call
home.

Visit our website at

nebraskamagazine.org

-
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YOUTH TOUR

Nebraska Students
Join National Youth B
Tour in D.C. B

In June, 26 high school students
from across Nebraska joined more
than a thousand of their peers from
across the U.S. for the 2026
National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association Youth Tour in
Washington, D.C.—an immersive
week that brought American history,
government, and leadership to life.

Sponsored by Nebraska’s
rural public power
districts and electric
cooperatives, the
students and their
two chaperones
explored some of the
nation's most iconic
landmarks, including the Lincoln,
Jefferson, and Washington
Memorials. Their itinerary also took
them to Capitol Hill, where they
met with U.S. Senators Deb Fischer
and Pete Ricketts to discuss current
issues and experience government in
action.

Beyond the monuments, the

delegation discovered powerful
exhibits in the Smithsonian
Museums—from the Hope
Diamond to the groundbreaking
Wright Brothers’ 1903 Flyer. They
walked the hallowed grounds of
Gettysburg, stood in George
Washington’s home at Mount
Vernon, and took in the deeply
moving exhibits at the National
Holocaust Museum.

“Our rural electric utilities
are an important part of the
communities they serve,” said
James Dukesherer, NREA
Director of Government
Relations and Youth Tour Director.
“They invest much more than time
and energy in the next generation.
They invest in opportunities that
help young people grow, learn and
become leaders. Programs like Youth
Tour give students the chance to
learn about their communities,
experience new places and cultures,
and gain knowledge that can shape

their future.”

The Youth Tour is more than a
trip—it’s a transformative
experience. It connects students with
the past, inspires their future, and
builds friendships with fellow young
leaders from across the country.

Some Youth Tour alumni can earn
college scholarships through the
Glen English Scholarship
Foundation, while others are selected
to participate in a Youth Leadership
Council program.

The idea for the Youth Tour was
sparked in 1957, when then-Senator
Lyndon B. Johnson addressed the
National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association and urged electric
cooperatives to send young people to
Washington to experience their
democracy firsthand. “If one thing
comes out of this meeting,” Johnson
said, “it will be sending youngsters
to the national capital where they
can actually see what the flag stands
for and represents.”

Nebraska Magazine




2026 Youth Tour
Participants

Kyptin Collier, Cedar Knox PPD

Cora Bartos, Cornhusker PPD

James Hunzeker, Cuming County PPD

Aiden Field. Cuming County PPD

Ramsey Arduser, Cuming County PPD

Eli Rogers, Custer PPD

Daniel Wright, Custer PPD

Steven Vasquez, Dawson PPD

Luke Kester, EIkhorn RPPD

Chase Holm, Midwest Electric

Lydia Friesen, Midwest Electric

Kole Estill, Niobrara Valley EMC

Kemberlyn Kohle, Niobrara Valley EMC

Jamison Slaymaker, Niobrara Valley EMC

John Wendt, Niobrara Valley EMC

Paige Wendt, Niobrara Valley EMC

Brielle Hladky, Norris PPD

Emerson Hogeland, Norris PPD

Sydney Kumm, North Central PPD

Charles Davenport, Polk County RPPD

Cyrus Davenport, Polk County RPPD NREA is proud to share that Eli Rogers of Dunning,
Karsten Daehling, South Central PPD Neb., is the student selected as this year’s Nebraska
Fyn Fasbender, Southern PPD Youth Leadership Council (YLC) representative. Eli is
Maci Schellpeper, Stanton County PPD sponsored by Custer Public Power District in Broken
Jasper Gulbranson, Wheat Belt PPD Bow, Neb. All members of the YLC, including Eli, will

Samuel Fehringer, Wheat Belt PPD participate in the 2027 NRECA Annual Meeting in
San Diego, California.
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1 learned so much Not only did I meet I'm so glad I've had this My trip to Washington,
about American history and make new friends, amazging opportunity D.C., was a wonderful
and civics through the 1 got to do so while to go on this impactful experience. |
activities we did visiting some of the trip to Washington, \ particularly enjoyed
during the week. This most beautiful and D.C., as a Nebraska exploring the city and
was truly a life fascinating places our ambassador. This trip using the metro system.
changing opportunity country has to offer, has truly opened my It was also a privilege
and I hope a lot more [from the Washington eyes to all the amazing to meet our state
kids like me get to Monument to the opportunities that are senators and have
experience all that Catholic Basilica. possible in big cities them answer our
Youth Tour has to offer! like that. questions.
Emerson Hoagland, Fyn Fasbender Brielle Hladky Steven Vasquez
Southern PPD Norris PPD Dawson PPD

- \ Norris PPD

~

My favorite part of Although I have seen 1 had a great time and My favorite
the trip was visiting countless pictures of the learned so much. My experiences on this trip
the town of White House, the Jfavorite places were were visiting the
Gettysburg, and Capitol, the Lincoln Mount Vernon and Korean, Vietnam, and
seeing the battlefield — » Memorial, in movies Gettysburg because 1 Lincoln Memorial.
where the Civil War and on the news, the enjoyed learning about Seeing all the names
turned around. The beauty of these history and seeing written down was the
tour guide made the buildings in real life where important events forst time I actually
battlefield come to was astounding and happened. This trip realized how big of a
life. very convincing of our was an unforgettable sacrifice people made
nations dignity. experience. Jfor us to be free.
Sam Fehringer Cora Bartos KJ Daehling Kemberlyn Kohle
Wheat Belt PPD Cornhusker PPD South Central PPD Niobrara Valley EMC
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j A future for generations to come
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ORDER TODAY
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Minimum order of 5 coins

GENERATIONAL WEALTH is of paramount significance as it represents a beacon of
financial stability. It serves as a tangible testament to the hard work, diligence, and
financial acumen of previous generations, offering a solid foundation upon which future

generations can build their dreams and aspirations.

American Gold Reserve is releasing Government issued $5 Gold American Eagles completely free of dealer mark-up
for only $439 each. These beautiful $5 Gold American Eagles are a perfect way to enter the gold market. They are set for
immediate public release and will sell out fast.

LIMITED OFFER

Special arrangements on orders over $50,000
Mention vault release code: AMS-NM88

24 hours - 7 days a week

1-866-852-3346

Strict limit of 10 per household, per lifetime. For new clients only. Prices an

e Free of dealer markup.

e Protection against inflation and deflation.

e (old offers financial cover during geopolitical uncertainty.
e Good portfolio diversifier.
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From L to R: Senator Jana Hughes, Senator Tom Brandt, NPPD Board Chair Wayne Williams, NPPD Board Director
Mary Harding, NPPD President & CEO Tom Kent, and Site Project Manager Elvis McCain from Burns & McDonnell.

NPPD celebrates groundbreaking for
Princeton Road Station

Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) celebrated
the groundbreaking for Princeton Road Station, the
district’s newest generation facility July 17, 2026, just
north of Hallam, Neb.

State and local officials and stakeholders were in
attendance, alongside NPPD staff, to recognize the start
of construction on what will become the largest natural
gas generation facility in NPPD’s fleet.

“Today marked a truly historic moment for NPPD.
Utilities nationwide are experiencing unprecedented
surges in electrical demand, and Nebraska is no
exception. Princeton Road Station is an asset we need
now, to ensure we continue reliably serving our current
customers as well as supporting the new industries
bringing an economic boost to our local communities.
We do this while keeping a strict focus on maintaining
the reliability and affordability of our whole system,”
said NPPD President and CEO Tom Kent.

10

Princeton Road Station is anticipated to begin
operating in 2029 and will generate approximately 694
megawatts of electricity, which can serve an estimated
318,000 average residential homes. In addition to
natural gas, the plant will have the capability to use
diesel fuel.

“These units are extremely flexible and strengthen our
diverse generation mix that provides the reliability and
resiliency our customers count on. I want to extend my
gratitude to our customers, community partners, state
and local stakeholders, and the many teams within
NPPD who have worked tirelessly to bring this project
forward,” added Kent.

NPPD serves approximately 530,000 Nebraskans
through retail and wholesale electric service. Consisting
of 81 retail communities and 35 municipalities and 23
public power districts and/or cooperatives served
through wholesale power contracts.

Nebraska Magazine
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Make the most of your clothes-cleaning energy

Clothes washers and dryers that have earned the EnergyStar deliver superior efficiency
and performance by incorporating advanced features that make cleaning and drying easier
and more effective while saving money on your energy bills.

hen it comes to
the amount of
energy

consumed through use of
standard plug-in
appliances, your washer
takes second place only to
your home’s refrigerator. If
you have a standard, top-
loading washing machine, it
probably uses twice as
much water per load than
newer, front-loading units
bearing the EnergyStar
logo. Washing machines
earning this distinction use
between 18 and 25 gallons
per load, compared to 40
gallons for older machines.

But buying a new washer
is not something in
everyone’s household
budget. Not to worry. There
are many low and no-cost
things you can do to make
the most of your clothes-
cleaning energy without a
huge investment!

12

Use cold water

While you may have been taught that certain stains
and soils require hot water, about 90 percent of
energy needed for that cycle setting is consumed
in heating the water. Some new detergents are
made to tackle those same stains using warm or
cold water. Not only will this save energy, but cold-
water washing will also keep colors bright, reduce
wrinkling and won’t set stains.

Run a full load

Your washer will use about the same amount of
mechanical energy, regardless of how full it is. Set
the water level for the amount of laundry you are
running to keep from using more water than
necessary.

Consider cycle times and other setting options
Some lightly-soiled loads only need 10 minutes of
washing. To compensate, adjust to a “delicates”
setting or advance the cycle half-way through to
reduce wash time. If you have a “high spin” option,
use it to cut down on drying time.

Get smart about drying

According to EnergyStar the average U.S. home
spends about $100 a year in electricity using their
clothes dryer. Drying is all about moving air
through your fabrics to take moisture away. So,
before you start every load, clean lint out of the
filter to ensure air can circulate more freely.

0060 S

Dry loads of similar fabrics together

Start with a load of fast-drying fabrics. If your dryer
has a moisture sensor, use it. This will automatically
reduce the amount of drying time and shut off the
machine when it senses clothes are dry. By the way,
this also reduces wear and tear on your clothes in
addition to saving lots of energy.

Nebraska Magazine



MAXIMIZE
STORAGE
AND SAVINGS.

SAVE NOW THROUGH THE END
OF OCTOBER.

Get peak savings on the best buildings in
the business during our winter build sales
event. Order now for site prep savings and
project delivery by spring. With offers this
great, why wait?

Scan here or call 800-447-7436.

©2026 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at MORTO~ BUII.DINGS
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Contact your local Morton office for more details. Built Stronger. Lasts Longer. Looks Better.

N
ASSOCIATES DEGREE IN

UTILITY LINE
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comprehensive utility line and job training safety.
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By Tim Trudell

Generations
of Feeding
Oakland

Dillon Johnson and Julie Nelson Johnson in the Swedish
import aisle at Nelsons Food Pride, which has been owned by
the family for 116 years.

Opposite, from top: “Welcome to Nelson’s Grocery Store” in
Swedish. An early photo of Gust Nelson at one-room
mercantile in the early 1900s. The photo appeared in the
Oakland Independent newspaper. The Star Mercantile sign is
part of the familys store history outside the Food Pride.
Nelsons Groceteria, which was the second name of the store.
The original Nelsons Jack and Jill logo design. The stores
name was changed to Nelsons Food Pride in 1998, as the
Jack and Jill moniker disappeared from stores.

Photographs by Tim Trudell
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Standing in front of the red-and-white soda vending
machine, a nine-year-old boy inserts a dime and opens
the door. Looking at the selection, he pulls the cold
bottle out from its tight slot, the clink of glass knocking
together as the next bottle slides into place. Popping the
cap off with the machine's attached bottle opener, he
glugs down 10 ounces of pure soda heaven at the back
of the store, rather than pay the nickel deposit to take it
outside.

Life was simpler 50 years ago. Memories of childhood
visits to Nelson's Jack and Jill easily flow from almost
any Oakland resident. From fresh cow brains and
hooves in the meat department to the pick-and-mix
Brach’s candy display, the market has been a constant in
the Burt County community for more than a century.
Even more so, the grocery has been owned by the same
family for more than a century, since Gust Nelson
started his one-room mercantile in 1910.

At one time, Oakland had five family-owned
groceries. It was a period when Swedish immigrants to
the community worked jobs they knew. The markets
usually consisted of a single room, offering everything
from canned goods and flour to haberdashery items,
such as men’s overalls, women’s clothing and household
items.

Gust Nelson started in the Oakland grocery business
in 1910, opening Star Mercantile, a one-room shop,
near the corner of 5th Street and Oakland Avenue.

“In that little, teeny, tiny store you had groceries and
dry goods,” said Julie Nelson Johnson, Gusts
granddaughter. “That's kind of unreal.”

In 1926, Nelson, a first-generation Swedish-
American, opted to rename the store to Nelson’s
Groceteria, Swedish for grocery store. It was a nod to his
family’s lineage, as well as the town’s strong
Scandinavian influence.

When the Great Depression hit Oakland in the early
‘30s, Nelson displayed his humanitarian side.

“Grandpa must have had a good heart and must have
had enough money to feed his four boys, but he would
forego those bills,” she said. “Back in the Depression
days, everybody was dirt poor.”

Gust’s four sons helped with running the store.
Merlin, better known as Curly and Johnson’s father,
eventually partnered with his father to run the
Groceteria.

Realizing Oakland’s growth - the town eventually

Nebraska Magazine



topped 1,300 residents during the
1970s - he believed the townspeople
deserved a supermarket. With Gust
now in his mid-70s, he was ready to
let Curly buy the store. After 50 years
in the business, it was time for the 76-
year-old to call it a career.

So Cutly, along with wife Sara,
moved to a new building, opening
Nelson’s Jack and Jill supermarket in

1961, a block north of his dad’s
grocery.

As he planned the new store’s layout,
Curly decided to add a freezer section,
where he could keep ice cream, which
would become a winner with
customers. Gust wasn't keen on the
modern convenience, telling his son it
was a big mistake.

“He said it was the dumbest decision
he could ever make,” said Dillon
Johnson, Julie’s son and heir apparent
to the store.

“He goes, ‘Curly, that's not gonna
work,” Julie said. “Dad said it was one
of the best decisions he made.”

Unfortunately, Gust didn’t get to see
his son’s success. The elder Nelson died
in June 1960, a few months before
Curly opened the supermarket.

Jack and Jill revolutionized the
grocery market in Oakland, with
expanded food choices. The 20th
century came fast to Oakland’s grocery
shopping,.

One thing remained a throwback:
the Nelson children had to manually
bag potatoes to be sold at the store.
Potatoes were delivered by train in the
early ‘60s, so Julie and sister Marilee
would head to the tracks with empty
bags to load.

Whether or not they wanted.

“It wasn’t ‘If you wanted to work at
the grocery store,” Julie said. “My dad
would come home at noon and say;,
‘Get ready. Youre going to go to work.’

September 2026

There weren't any questions asked.
That’s what you did.”

As graduation from Oakland-Craig
High School approached in the early
‘70s, Julie set her sights on getting out
of town.

“When I was a senior in high school,
I was going to get the Hell out of
Oakland, and I was never coming
back,” she said. “Then you go away,
and you find out, ‘Oh, it’s not so nice
out there.”

Joining the family business in the
mid-1970s, Julie was groomed to
eventually take over, becoming the
third-generation owner.

In 1989, Curly handed the baton to
Julie. The Jack and Jill named
eventually faded from the grocery
landscape, replaced by Nelson’s Food
Pride.

Julie changed the store’s operation
over the years, adding an alcohol
section, following the closure of the
town’s liquor store. She and Dillon
modernized the meat department, as
well as adding a kitchen area, serving
freshly-baked pizza, broasted chicken
and other meal options.

Nelson’s Food Pride is known for its
selection of imported Swedish food
and home décor. Each December, Julie
makes bulk servings of ostkaka, a
Swedish cheesecake-style dessert. The
store is decorated in traditional
Swedish holiday fare.

As they meet challenges head-on,
Julie knows her days of running the
store are nearing the end.

“Terry (her husband) and I would
like to do some traveling while we're
still healthy enough,” she said.

When its time, she’ll happily pass
the baton to Dillon, like her dad did
for her. It will then be Dillon’s time to
develop the next generation of Nelsons
to serve the Oakland community.

STAR

MERCANTILE

Gust Nelson
1910-1926

NELSON'S

GROCETERIA

.-

Curly & Sara Nelson
Julie Nelson Johnson

b M b bt bt bt Bt Bt b W

Nelsons
Food¥Eride

Julie Nelson Johnson # Established 1998
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Safety Briefs

Stay Alert Around Electricity

There are many hazards on
a farm or ranch, and most
producers work hard to avoid
them. One danger that is easy
to overlook is electricity.
Because it cannot be seen or
heard, electrical equipment
and overhead power lines can
blend into the background.
Staying alert and following a
few simple safety practices
can help prevent injuries,
equipment damage, and
power outages.

Take time to inspect your
property for exposed
electrical parts or damaged
equipment that could
become energized without poles.
warning. Check electric
fences often to make sure wires are secure, well
supported, and free of frayed sections. Keep fences
clearly marked with warning signs or fence tape, and
place protective caps on metal T-posts to help prevent
injuries to people and livestock.

Always pay close attention to overhead power lines
when moving large equipment or stacking hay bales.

ELECTRICAL
SAFETY 101,

WHY ARE

ALL THESE

EXTENSION CORDS

PLUGGED INTO
THIS

POWER STRIPD!
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Always be aware of overhead power line locations
and use a spotter when working close to lines or

HIGH-LOAD APPLIANCES

Never store hay beneath
power lines, and secure tarps
so strong winds cannot blow
them into electrical lines. If
you are working near power
lines or utility poles, use a
spotter to help maintain a safe
distance.

Irrigation systems also
require careful attention.
Inspect pumps, center pivots,
and wiring on a regular basis.
Turn off the power before
making repairs, and check
equipment after storms to
make sure lightning has not
damaged the grounding
system. Keep irrigation pipes
and water spray at least 15
feet away from overhead
power lines.

Generators and transfer switches should always be
properly maintained and installed according to electrical
codes. Before digging for fence posts, water lines, or
other projects, call 8-1-1 to have underground utilities
marked. A few extra minutes of planning can help keep
everyone on the farm or ranch safe.

S0, OF COURSE,

EVERYONE Z OSE AN
ANOHS EXTENSION CORD
NOT TO PLLUG BETWEEN THEM,

DIRECTLY INTO A
POWER STRIP...
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W hile installing new locks and adding cameras to
exterior doors can reduce the chance of an unwanted
person entering your home, they add little security

against another uninvited intruder: air leakage.

Air leakage—exfiltration and infiltration—drives up
energy bills and can cause drafts, bring in pollen, dust,
pests, and noise. The good news? Simple fixes can seal
your doors and keep your home comfortable year-round.

WHY IT MATTERS —

SAVE ENERGY

Stop heated or cooled air from escaping
and lower your energy bills.

STAY COMFORTABLE
Eliminate drafts and keep every room
at the right temperature.

BREATHE EASIER
Reduce indoor pollen and dust.

QUIETER HOME
Block outdoor noise for a
more peaceful space.

KEEP OUT PESTS

Close gaps that invite insects
and rodents inside.

Small gaps around exterior doors
can let out your comfort—and your
hard-earned dollars.

DID YOU
KNOW?

o)

119% of the average
American home's
air leakage occurs
around or through
exterior doors.
-~ U.S. Depsz i ("
Pty CHECK THESE ESSENTIALS

=i Inspect your door and frame. Repair any
issues you find.

g Hinges are properly installed on the
door and door jamb

g Screws are not loose or missing
from the door hinges

[ The door sweep is installed properly

ET The threshold is screwed or bolted
down tightly

z There is no warping if the door
is made of wood

If any of these issues exist, repair as necessary.

~

@ WEATHERIZATION € voor hResHoLo

Check the condition of weatherstripping for a tight fit.
Shut the door on a dollar bill—if it can be easily pulled
through, air leakage can occur.

Note: Using too much weatherstripping can
prevent the door from sealing entirely.

A door sweep attaches to With a door shoe, the Special metal thresholds

the bottom of the door. rubber gasket is on the with rubber gaskets seal
Tha btbcn of extenion doors fised & durablé sl The rubber gasket seals the ::rofll'lom ed?e of !:he ds;o:. the door fr?m the bottorn
that can stand up to daily use. These options can space between the door and rth 'tshs";:%? ;Iga':“ the up. They withstand foot
be installed on their own or together depending e "..'r.ESho’d’. kgepmg el ol aftic and wark. groat with
on your needs: conditioned air in and air leakage. a door shoe for larger gaps.

outside air out.
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Energy Sense
by Miranda Boutelle

From Light Switches to Lifelong Habits

Do you have energy-saving
helpers at home? Teaching
your children to build good
energy habits saves money on
your electric bill today and sets
them up for a lifetime of smart
energy use. Here’s how to get
your family started on a
household energy-saving
adventure.

Safety First

When it comes to electricity,
start with safety basics. Secure
cords so appliances, lamps or
other plugged-in items can't be
pulled down. Use outlet covers
and safety plugs to keep little
hands from getting injured.

As they get older, teach
children not to stick things in
outlets. When they are old
enough to use outlets, let them
know they should never
unplug by pulling the cord.
When playing outside, educate
them to stay away from
downed power lines, keep a safe distance from all electrical
equipment and avoid the dangers of electricity near water.

Teaching Energy Habits
Keeping safety in mind, you can teach age-appropriate
energy habits.

Turning off fans and lights when you leave rooms is
always a good habit to instill. Fully powering down TV,
computers and gaming systems reduces energy waste.

Keeping the refrigerator door open is a common energy
waster for kiddos—and some adults. Show them they can
take a quick look inside and scan their options. If they
need time to decide what they want, they can close the
fridge while making up their minds.

Closing your home’s doors is another tip to keep heated
or air-conditioned air inside the home. I wonder how
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Reduce energy waste at home by teaching children
how to fully power down electronics, such as gaming
systems and TVs. Photograph by Mark Gilliland,

Pioneer Utility Resources

many kids these days are asked
if they were born in a barn or
if they would even know what
you mean?

Hot water is another saver
to consider. In addition to
reducing wasted water, using
less hot water helps you save
on your energy bill. Heating
water is typically the second-
highest energy use in a home,
behind heating and air
conditioning. Reduce energy
use by turning off the water
while hand-washing dishes,
taking short showers and not
overfilling the bathtub.

Gamify Your Bill
Review the electric bill with
older children. Be sure to focus
on energy use, which is shown
in kilowatt-hours on your bill.
It’s also a good
opportunity to teach
budgeting and household
finances. If you save money on
the electric bill, you may be able to do something fun with
that money instead. Consider a trip to mini golf, getting
ice cream or choosing a longer-term goal to fund a
weekend family trip.

Make it a game. Consider a family reward for using less
energy than the previous month or the same month of the
previous year, or an individual reward for the one who
guesses how many kilowatt-hours you used that month.
The winner gets to pick the movie for family night.

Exploring energy efficiency and conservation with your
children doesn’t have to be a chore. Find fun ways to build
lifelong energy habits and save energy around your home.
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¢6YOU JUST HAVE TO GO WITH THE FLOW

AND TAKE WHAT THE
DAY BRINGS YOU’

— Morgan Wrich
Nelson, Nebraska

The Nebraska Corn Board is proud to celebrate
the real stories of commitment, community and

deep-rooted legacy that make us proud to be
Nebraska corn farmers. Scan the QR code or visit

IAmNebraskaCorn.com to see Morgan’s story and more. FARM ER

Still Pristine As The Day They Were Struck

Prized Last-Year Coins

Collectors love “lasts” as no collection is complete without the last coin
struck. Last year coins are often hard to find and always in demand.
Little did master engraver George T. Morgan know the legacy he was
creating when he designed what has become known as “The King of
Silver Dollars” but it came to an end 104 years ago with the last-year
1921 Morgan Silver Dollar, the most beloved coin in American history.

Public Release - Only 832 Coins Available

Rarcoa®, America’s Oldest Coin Company, is announcing the public
release of 832 of the very last year 1921 Morgan Silver Dollars, struck
at the iconic Philadelphia Mint. Each coin today comes in Brilliant
Uncirculated condition, pristine as the day they were struck!

Hold 104 Years of American History

Struck in 1921, each coin is one hundred and four years old. Could
Charles Lindbergh have carried your coin in his pocket during his
flight across the Atlantic? Or maybe your great-grandfather carried it
while storming the beaches of Normandy during World War II before
ending up in a small coin shop in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Each coin has
its own unique history and you can hold 104 years of American history
when you buy yours today.

Sold Nationally for as much as $206

This same 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar sells elsewhere for as much

JUST RELEASED!

Cache of 832 Last Year 1921 Morgan Silver Dollars

Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases. All information is correct as of the date of publication and is subject to change. Coins and other items are sold as collectibles
and not as investments. Due to the volatility in the precious metals market, prices are subject to change. All comparison prices are accurate at the time of ad creation© 2026 RARCOA DIRECT

Actual Size 38.1 mm

as $206. But thanks to Rarcoa’s buying power and numismatic
expertise, you can own one for as little as $79.95, in quantity while
supplies last. That’s a difference of up to $126!

Because the precious metals market is always active and dynamic, prices
may adjust to reflect the latest market opportunities.

BUY MORE AND SAVE!

1921 Morgan Silver Dollar Brilliant Uncirculated

1-4 coins - $89.95 each

5-9 coins - $84.95 each, Save up to $45 + FREE SHIPPING
10+ coins - $79.95 each, Save $100 or more + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 2 or More!

Call 1-833-205-1371
|  Offer Code LMDP278-3 |

Please mention this code when you call.

2Eet! SCAN TO
" BUY ONLINE

August 2026
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HOMETOWN

EATS

GILEAD. NEB.

On Highway 136 in Gilead, Neb., you'll find
a restaurant where the food is homemade, the
welcome is warm and the front door has seen a
lot of history. In a village of about 30 people,
the Pioneers Inn Restaurant is more than a
place to grab a meal. It’s a gathering place, a
landmark and, for owners Karen and Kyle
Keilwitz, a second home.

Karen and Kyle have owned the restaurant
since 1985. They stripped the old building
down to its bare walls, added insulation and
discovered something hiding behind the boards:
windows in the front of the building.

The building itself dates to 1887. Originally
built to house and feed railroad workers, it has
also served as a general store, barbershop and
post office. At one time, citizenship classes were
even held upstairs. Today, the limestone
building is filled with the sounds of
conversation, clinking dishes and plenty of
laughter.

Karen does a little bit of everything, but
cooking is her specialty. She makes the salads
and desserts from scratch, while her sister-in-
law, Mary Flagle, keeps customers happy with
homemade pies. Ten part-time employees help
keep things moving, and Karen’s three sons
pitch in when needed.

The Pioneers Inn Restaurant has plenty of
regulars, but its reputation reaches well beyond
Gilead. Sunday is especially busy, with close to
100 people stopping in for the buffet. Cruise
nights are another favorite, sometimes bringing
25 to 40 cars to town.

The restaurant has also weathered some literal
storms. In 2023, powerful winds tore away
almost the entire roof. Karen temporarily served
coffee and lunch from the town hall across the
street. Then something remarkable happened:
the community rallied. Neighbors showed up to

clean up, and local support helped get the restaurant back on its
feet. They helped to raise more than half of the funds needed to
replace the roof.

“It’s just amazing what can happen when a community comes
together,” Karen said.

After 40 years, Karen knows the secret to keeping the Pioneers
Inn Restaurant going isn’t complicated. Serve good food,
welcome your neighbors and make sure nobody leaves hungry. In
Gilead, that recipe has worked beautifully.

20

Nebraska Magazine



Sheet Pan Chicken
& Little Potatoes

11/2 pounds Little Potatoes
2 cups broccoli florets
1 bell pepper
1 red onion
2 tablespoons olive oil,
divided
2-3 teaspoons of your favorite
seasoning blend
4 boneless, skinless chicken
breasts
fresh parsley or cilantro
(optional)
lemon wedges (optional)

Preheat oven to 400 F and line baking
sheet with parchment paper or foil.

Slice Little Potatoes in half. Slice broccoli
florets, bell pepper and onion into bite-
sized pieces.

In mixing bowl, toss veggies with 1
tablespoon olive oil and 1-1 1/2 teaspoons
seasoning.

Spread veggies evenly on baking sheet.
In same bowl, add chicken, remaining
seasoning and remaining olive oil. Toss to
combine then place chicken between
veggies in single layer.

Roast 30-35 minutes, or until chicken is
cooked through to internal temperature of
165 F and potatoes are tender. Flip veggies
and chicken halfway through cooking to
ensure even browning.

Let chicken rest 2-3 minutes. Divide
Little Potatoes, veggies and chicken into
bowls. Garnish with fresh parsley or
cilantro and squeeze of lemon juice, if

desired.

September 2026

_ Reader Submitted Recipes —

Apple Pie Bars

21/2 cups flour 3 -4 cups sliced apples
1 cup shortening (Crisco) 2 tablespoons flour
2/3 teaspoon salt 4 tablespoons tapioca
1 egg yolk in enough milk to 11/3 cups sugar
make 2/3 cup liquid (save 1/4 teaspoon cinnamon

whites for later use)

Mix the first four ingredients together with a pastry blender. Roll 1/2 of dough to
cover a large cookie sheet and place in the pan. Cover with enough sliced apples to
thoroughly cover dough, then sprinkle with a mixture of flour tapioca, sugar and
cinnamon. Roll out the rest of the dough and put on top of apples, sealing the edges
together.

Beat egg white until foamy and brush over top of dough. Bake at 425 degrees for 10
minutes then finish at 375 degrees for 20-25 more minutes. Cut into bars.

Sherry Weatherly, North Platte, Nebraska

Over the Stove Zucchini Supper

1 Ib. sausage 8-10 eggs, beaten
2-3 cups chunked zucchini salt and pepper to taste
(peeled) 1 can green chilies
1 green pepper, chopped Shredded cheese, Mexican
1/2 small onion, chopped blend or cheddar

In a large skillet fry sausage, zucchini, green pepper and onion, draining off excess
grease when done cooking. Beat eggs, add salt and pepper to taste, then pour over the
sausage mixture. Cover and cook over very low heat till eggs are set. Pour green chilies
and cheese, your choice of Mexican blend or cheddar, over cooked egg mixture. Cover
and return to heat until cheese has melted.

Barbie Christensen, St. Libory, Nebraska

Caramel Apple Salad

31/2 oz box butterscotch instant 1 cup mini marshmallows
pudding 3 cups apples, unpeeled and
1 cup dry roasted peanuts chopped
8 o0z can crushed pineapple 8 oz whipped topping
with juice

Combine pudding and pineapple. Add peanuts, marshmallows and apples. Fold in
whipped topping. Chill and serve.

Diane Cerny, Shelby, Nebraska
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Marketplace

“MONEY LIKES SPEED,

SIMPLICITY AND AUTOMATION!”
Profit/Thrive With PROVEN “Social
Distance Marketing” Resources! p\

Consistent Actions ... Predictable

Results!
Text moreinfo to (833) 643-2360

www.41242.biz
Big dental bills? Get protection.

FOR RENT Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

* Storage Units Get your FREE
* Mobile Home Lots Information Kit Here' the nformati

- No Minimum Age ! '
* Storage Lots Call It's easyt. ;
(303) 345-1603 all or scan today

Leave a message please

Ghurch/ Gov't

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network
provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, KS, NY, OR - call 1-800-969-4781 or
respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA;
OK: P1540K; TN: P154TN).

6370

Round HayBoard Banners
Hay Bale Signs & Covers

El’lfOl’CB Graduation, Holiday, Special 1= N (’

[ 4
Events, County Fairs, Ag Products, g,
Sunday Law 1 | ’ 1 ‘ ‘

Sponsorship, and more.
HELP STOP COPPER THEFT
Hav facility?
(!

HayBaleBanners.com
(308) 737-3300
Enders, Nebraska

FREE INFORMATION
Be Informed, Not Deceived!
Leave Mailing Address.

TBSM P.O. Box 374, Ellijay, GA 30540 Know what's below.

tbsmads@yahoo.com - Gall before you dig.
1-888-211-1715
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POWER TErE FUTH

There's strength in chéosmg the rural way of life— risi rlﬁwg&ing, { AN
hard, and building something that [Bsts. At Tri-State G&lawe share'that. 2% A Y
commitment and are working with our members to prot tect d&{ay.&{‘
life and power what's next. . ~. -

' - s D

5 . “:_: A -
Our business model drives how we plan our diverse energy mi)(—!olar,

and meet the growing energy needs of the West. Now that’s reliaﬁllqtyf

.

-

et
WHATEVER THE FUTURE HOLDS, WE'LL POWER IT® \

Scan to learn more or visit
www.tristate.coop/powering-future

'A Touchstone Eftiey® GG civ 8 @1)(
I S S S S S S

QOO
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wind, natural gas, hydro, and batteries—so we can weather any storm -

QOO

r

Tri-State is a not-for-profit power supplier to cooperatives and public power districts in Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico and Wyoming.
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“Energy Efficiency
" ThatWorks as Har

~14: asYou Do.

At

As a member of your local electric co-op, you know the value of smart energy
choices. A Heat Pump Water Heater uses far less energy than a traditional water
heater — meaning dependable hot water with lower monthly bills.

Efficient for your home. Good for your wallet. Better for your community.

AVAILABLE AT T ——
Richmond

MENARDS)

The Water Heater Experts™



